do as thy wilt

Part 1: Description, Research, Tips, and Keywords

"Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law," a phrase famously associated with Aleister
Crowley and Thelema, is far more complex than a simple motto of self-indulgence. It represents a
philosophical and spiritual system demanding self-knowledge, responsibility, and ethical
considerations often misunderstood in contemporary interpretations. Understanding the true
meaning of "Do what thou wilt" requires delving into its historical context, exploring Crowley's
Thelemic philosophy, and critically examining its implications for individual action and societal
impact. This exploration will unravel the nuances of this potent phrase, separating popular
misconceptions from its core tenets. We'll investigate the ethical framework embedded within
Thelema, address concerns regarding potential misuse, and ultimately, provide practical
applications for personal growth and spiritual development.

Keywords: Do what thou wilt, Thelema, Aleister Crowley, True Will, Liber Al vel Legis, ethical
egoism, self-knowledge, personal responsibility, spiritual development, self-mastery, higher self,
philosophical anarchism, magical practice, occult, individual liberty, modern paganism, responsible
freedom.

Current Research: Current research on "Do what thou wilt" predominantly focuses on its
interpretation within the context of Thelema. Scholars examine Crowley's writings, particularly
Liber Al vel Legis, to understand the phrase's original intent. Research also investigates its impact
on various occult and spiritual movements, analyzing its influence on individual lives and its role in
shaping contemporary philosophical perspectives. There is a growing body of work exploring the
ethical dimensions of Thelema, particularly the tension between individual liberty and social
responsibility inherent in the principle of "Do what thou wilt." Furthermore, psychological studies
explore the correlation between self-knowledge, authentic living, and the pursuit of one's True Will,
highlighting the complexities of self-discovery in relation to this concept.

Practical Tips:

Self-Reflection: Engage in deep self-reflection to understand your desires, values, and motivations.
Journaling, meditation, and shadow work are valuable tools.

Ethical Considerations: Before acting on any impulse, consider the potential consequences for
yourself and others. Develop a strong ethical compass.

Seek Guidance: If you're struggling to understand your True Will, seek guidance from mentors or
spiritual advisors experienced in Thelemic philosophy.

Gradual Progress: Understanding and aligning with your True Will is a journey, not a destination. Be
patient and persistent.

Responsibility: Accept full responsibility for your actions and their consequences. This is integral to
the principle.



Part 2: Article Outline and Content

Title: Unveiling the True Meaning of "Do What Thou Wilt": Beyond Self-Indulgence and Towards
Self-Mastery

Outline:

Introduction: Briefly introduce the phrase "Do what thou wilt" and its widespread
misinterpretations.

Chapter 1: The Historical Context: Explore the origins of the phrase within Aleister Crowley's
Thelema and its connection to Liber Al vel Legis.

Chapter 2: Deconstructing the Misconceptions: Address common misunderstandings of "Do what
thou wilt" as a justification for hedonism or selfishness.

Chapter 3: The Concept of True Will: Define and explain the concept of True Will within the
Thelemic framework.

Chapter 4: Ethical Considerations and Responsible Freedom: Discuss the ethical implications of "Do
what thou wilt" and the importance of responsible action.

Chapter 5: Practical Applications and Personal Growth: Provide actionable steps for individuals
seeking to understand and live according to their True Will.

Conclusion: Summarize the key takeaways and reiterate the importance of responsible self-mastery.

Article:
(Introduction)

The phrase "Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law" is often misinterpreted as a license for
unrestrained self-indulgence. However, within the context of Aleister Crowley's Thelema, this
statement holds a far deeper and more nuanced meaning, emphasizing self-knowledge,
responsibility, and ethical action. This article will delve into the true meaning of this potent phrase,
separating myth from reality and exploring its implications for personal growth and spiritual
development.

(Chapter 1: The Historical Context)

"Do what thou wilt" originates from Liber Al vel Legis, a text Crowley claimed to have received
through a channeling experience in 1904. This text forms the cornerstone of Thelema, a spiritual and
philosophical system emphasizing individual liberty and the pursuit of one's True Will. Within this
context, "Do what thou wilt" does not signify arbitrary action, but rather acting in accordance with
one's deepest and most authentic self, a self-discovered through rigorous self-examination and
understanding.

(Chapter 2: Deconstructing the Misconceptions)

The popular misconception that "Do what thou wilt" equates to hedonism or selfishness stems from a
superficial understanding of Thelema. This interpretation ignores the emphasis on responsibility and
the ethical framework inherent within the system. True Will is not about indulging every whim but
about discerning and acting upon a higher purpose, a purpose that aligns with the individual's true



nature and contributes positively to their life and, ideally, the lives of others.

(Chapter 3: The Concept of True Will)

True Will, within Thelema, refers to the unique path or purpose each individual is destined to follow.
It's not a pre-ordained fate but rather a potential that must be discovered and realized through self-
knowledge and disciplined action. Identifying one's True Will requires extensive self-reflection,
introspection, and sometimes, spiritual guidance. It's a process of self-discovery, aligning one's
actions with their inherent nature and purpose.

(Chapter 4: Ethical Considerations and Responsible Freedom)

The ethical implications of "Do what thou wilt" are often overlooked. The emphasis on individual
liberty does not negate the need for responsible action. Thelema advocates for a responsible
freedom, where individuals are free to pursue their True Will while considering the potential
consequences of their actions and respecting the rights and freedoms of others. This ethical
dimension is crucial for preventing the potential misuse of the principle.

(Chapter 5: Practical Applications and Personal Growth)

Living in accordance with one's True Will requires commitment and sustained effort. Practical steps
include: engaging in regular self-reflection through journaling or meditation; seeking guidance from
mentors or spiritual practitioners; acknowledging and integrating the "shadow self"; and embracing
the challenges and lessons encountered along the way. The journey towards self-mastery is a
continuous process of growth, requiring courage, self-awareness, and a commitment to personal
responsibility.

(Conclusion)

"Do what thou wilt" is not a simplistic call for self-indulgence but a profound call for self-discovery
and responsible action. Thelema emphasizes the pursuit of one's True Will, a process requiring self-
knowledge, ethical considerations, and a deep understanding of one's purpose. By embracing this
principle responsibly, individuals can embark on a journey of personal growth, self-mastery, and
authentic living.

Part 3: FAQs and Related Articles

FAQs:

1. Isn't "Do what thou wilt" just an excuse for selfish behavior? No, it's about aligning with your
authentic self, which often requires selflessness and consideration for others. True Will rarely
involves purely self-serving actions.



1. How can I discover my True Will? Through introspection, meditation, shadow work, journaling,
and potentially seeking guidance from experienced practitioners.

1. What if my True Will conflicts with societal norms? Navigating this requires careful
consideration and responsible action, weighing personal fulfillment against potential societal
impact.

1. Is Thelema a religion? Thelema is often described as a philosophy and a spiritual system, but
not necessarily a religion in the traditional sense.

1. Does "Do what thou wilt" imply a lack of moral guidance? Quite the opposite; it encourages the
development of a personal ethical framework based on self-knowledge and understanding.

1. What role does magic play in Thelema? Magic, in Thelema, often refers to techniques of self-
transformation and working with one's energy to achieve personal goals and align with one's
True Will.

1. Is there a specific ritual for discovering True Will? There isn't one prescribed ritual, but
various practices like meditation, divination, and self-inquiry can aid in the process.

1. Can anyone follow Thelemic principles? Yes, Thelema's principles are adaptable to various
belief systems and worldviews.

1. What are the potential pitfalls of misinterpreting "Do what thou wilt"? Misinterpretation can
lead to irresponsible actions, self-destruction, and harm to others.

Related Articles:

1. Thelema: A Comprehensive Guide to Crowley's Philosophy: An in-depth exploration of



Thelema's core principles and practices.

2. Liber Al vel Legis: Unpacking the Book of the Law: A detailed analysis of Crowley's seminal
text and its influence on Thelema.

3. Understanding True Will: A Practical Guide to Self-Discovery: Practical steps and techniques
for identifying and living according to one's True Will.

4. The Ethical Dimensions of Thelema: Balancing Individual Liberty and Social Responsibility: A
discussion on the ethical framework within Thelema and its implications for responsible action.

5. The Psychology of True Will: Self-Knowledge and Authentic Living: An exploration of the
psychological aspects of True Will and its impact on mental and emotional well-being.

6. Magick in Thelema: Techniques and Practices for Self-Transformation: An overview of magical
practices within Thelema and their role in personal development.

7. Modern Interpretations of Thelema: Beyond Crowley's Legacy: Exploring contemporary
adaptations and interpretations of Thelema.

8. Criticisms of Thelema: Addressing Common Concerns and Misconceptions: A balanced
overview of criticisms leveled against Thelema and its principles.

9. Thelema and Social Change: The Role of Individual Liberation in a Collective World: Exploring
the potential of Thelema to contribute to positive social change.
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